
Yes, it’s that time of the year again – Åcon! A weekend of relaxing, fandom, roomparties, mini-excur-
sions, interesting programming, beer, pizza and just having a good time!

As usual, all the programming will be in the main programming room, but this year we’ve added 
30 minute breaks between program items (to better enable us to take advantage of the bar...).

We’re also very happy to welcome our Guest of Honour, Tricia Sullivan, to Åcon 6. Welcome, 
Tricia, and thank you for coming!

Let’s make this an Åcon to remember!
Marianna “Kisu” Leikomaa, chair

Johan Anglemark
Hanna Hakkarainen
Karoliina Leikomaa
Katarina Norrgård

Ben Roimola

With special thanks to Jukka Halme and Tero Ykspetäjä as well as Pasi Välkkynen, Tero Nybacka,  
Kyuu Eturautti and Aki Uusitalo.

Extra special thanks to Maria Helena Stanke for the cover image and the header image at our website. 
Check out silverserpent.net for more of her work.

Welcome to Åcon 6

http://silverserpent.net
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Tricia Sullivan — 
the Guest of Honour

Tricia is currently living in Shropshire in the west 
of England, not far from the Welsh border, with 
her partner Steve, who is an accomplished un-
orthodox no-bullshit martial arts teacher, and 
their three children, who you probably have seen 
running around here. They’re Tyrone, Rhiannon, 
and Sean.

Originally, Tricia is from the US, however, and 
if you listen carefully you may still detect traces 
of that in her accent. She was raised in New Jer-
sey and grew up on horse stories, Star Trek, D&D, 
and fantasy. In high school she went in for music 
and subsequently went to Bard College in New 
York State, where she studied at the pioneering 
Music Program Zero. She describes her relation 
to music as something “for which I have little tal-
ent but much love”.

She tried working in the business environ-
ment of New York City, but that didn’t work out 
for her on a personal level so she returned to col-
lege for a Master’s at Teachers College at Colum-
bia University.

She taught in New York for a year during which 
time she was offered a contract for what became 
her first novel, Lethe. Around the time that she 
had finished the book, in 1995, she moved to the 
United Kingdom with her husband at the time. 
They broke up in 1997 and the only reason she 
stayed in the UK was because she was training 
martial arts with this guy called Steve Morris, and 
she was absolutely fascinated with what he had 
to teach. After some time they became a couple.

Tyrone, Rhiannon, and Sean entered her life 
between 2002 and 2006, which meant that she 
was busy breastfeeding and being a mother to 
toddlers and didn’t have as much time for read-
ing and writing. Nevertheless, she managed to 
produce three novels during those years.

To date, Tricia has published ten novels, seven 
science fiction and three fantasy. They are:

• Lethe (1995)
• Someone to Watch over Me (1997)
• Dreaming in Smoke (1999)

• The Company of Glass (1999) — as Valery 
Leith

• The Riddled Night (2000) — as Valery Leith
• The Way of the Rose (2001) — as Valery 

Leith
• Maul (2003)
• Double Vision (2005)
• Sound Mind (2007)
• Lightborn (2010)

Dreaming in Smoke earned her the Arthur C. 
Clarke Award, and she has also been shortlisted/
nominated for the BSFA Award, the James Tip-
tree, Jr Award, the John W. Campbell Award for 
Best New Writer, and the British Fantasy Society 
Award. She has high hopes for many more books 
now that the children don’t occupy all of her 
time, but she is currently enrolled with the Open 
University, studying mathematics and physics, 
which has proven quite a challenge as anyone 
who’s friends with her on Facebook has noticed.

Despite what her last name indicates, Tricia 
still has two eyes.

Text & photo: Johan Anglemark
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Thursday
14.00–17.00 Registration

16.30–17.30 Welcome to Åcon!

17.30–18.30 Body and Mind
Body and mind, both separately and in 
combination. How do they interact, what 
in Man is physical, what is mental, how can 
the body defeat the mind and the mind take 
over the body? (Cheryl Morgan, Markku 
Soikkeli, Tricia Sullivan)

19.00–20.00 Trivia for Chocolate! 
For all you nitpickers out there! Instant 
rewards!

21.00–23.00 Danger 5

Friday
10.00–around 12 Excursion to Gunnar 

Johansson’s second hand book store

10.00–around 13 Excursion to chocolate 
tasting

12.00–13.00 Book recommendations – Hugo 
nominees
Every once in a while the best novel of the year 
does not win the Hugo. What books do you 
feel have been left out and should be read by 
all (in addition or even instead of that year’s 
winner)? (Crowd discussion)

13.30–14.30 The Classic Cons
Everybody’s always talking about the “classic” 
cons: Eastercon, Worldcon, Readercon etc. 
Why are they unique and why should we 
attend them? (Carolina Gomez Lagerlöf, 
Cheryl Morgan, Tommy Persson)

15.00–16.00 Guest of Honour Interview
Tricia Sullivan being interviewed by Johan 
Anglemark

16.30–17.30 Don’t cross the streams – What 
to watch and what to ignore
Our experts give their opinions on new and 
on-going series. Also we will take a quick look 
on different streaming services’ selections. 

So come and hear what's worth watching 
and what you should just ignore. (Mikko 
Seppänen, Elisa Wiik) 

17.30–19.30 BREAK

19.30–20.30  I should really love this, but...!
Sometimes you’re forced to hate something 
everybody else really, really loves. Our 
panelists confess their hatred for some of the 
most beloved items in the field of science 
fiction and fantasy! (Karoliina Leikomaa, 
Miikka Riikonen, Sarianna Silvonen, 
Tricia Sullivan)

21.00–22.00 Never mind the Buzzaldrins 
The quiz show by the one and only original 
quizmaster Jukka Halme

22.00–23.00 Book of the Night: We have 
always lived in the castle 
A free-form discussion about Shirley Jackson’s 
We have always lived in the castle.

Saturday
10.00–around 13 Excursion to Smakbyn and 

the countryside

12.00–13.00 Bookaholics Anonymous share 
group
Come and share your horror stories from a life 
of literary abuse (books dropped in bathtubs, 
eaten by puppies etc.)  (Group discussion)

13.30–14.30 Scholarly Stuff
Serious talk from serious scholars (Mika 
Loponen, Merja Polvinen)

15.00–16.00 Future GoHs of Nordic cons
Who are the GoHs of this year’s Finncon and 
Swecon and what should you read from them 
before the convention?

16.30–17.30 Guest of Honour speech/reading 

17.30–19.30 BREAK

19.30–20.30 Sacred texts of childhood and 
adolescence
Dungeons & Dragons, The Lord of the Rings, 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, we 

Programming
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Guest of honour
• Tricia Sullivan (UK)

Members
• Ninni Aalto (FI)
• Johan Anglemark (SE)
• Linnéa Anglemark (SE)
• Eemeli Aro (FI)
• Saija Aro (FI)
• Juha Autero (FI)
• Åke Bertenstam (SE)
• Herman Ellingsen (NO)
• Anton Eriksson (SE)
• Emma Eriksson (SE)
• Carolina Gomez Lagerlöf (SE)
• Urban Gunnarsson (SE)
• Wenla Gustafsson (FI)
• Hanna Hakkarainen (FI)
• Jukka Halme (FI)
• Paula Heinonen (FI)
• Saara Henriksson (FI)
• Petri Hiltunen (FI)
• Katarina Kaj (SE)
• Rasmus Kaj (SE)
• Oscar Karlsson (SE)
• Vesa Kataisto (FI)
• Helena Kiel (SE)
• Inkeri Kontro (FI)
• Karoliina Leikomaa (FI)
• Marianna Leikomaa (FI)
• Mika Loponen (FI)
• Tommi Markus (FI)
• Cheryl Morgan (UK)
• Otto Mäkelä (FI)
• Gunnar Nilsson (SE)

Members
• Katarina Norrgård
• Fionna O’Sullivan (FI)
• Michael Pargman (SE)
• Iina Penttinen (FI)
• Tommy Persson (SE)
• Kexy Polvinen (FI)
• Merja Polvinen (FI)
• Sari Polvinen (FI)
• Anders Reuterswärd (SE)
• Miikka Riikonen (FI)
• Ben Roimola (FI)
• Mikko Saarinen (FI)
• Mikko Seppänen (FI)
• Sarianna Silvonen (FI)
• Vesa Sisättö (FI)
• Markku Soikkeli (FI)
• Ylva Spångberg (SE)
• Mårten Svantesson (SE)
• Henry Söderlund (FI)
• Eeva-Liisa Tenhunen (FI)
• Miikka Uotila (FI)
• Pasi Välkkynen (FI)
• Elisa Wiik (FI)
• Jonas Wissting (SE)
• Tero Ykspetäjä (FI)
• (name withheld) (FI)
• (name withheld) (FI)
• (name withheld) (FI)
• (name withheld) (FI)
• (name withheld) (SE)
• (name withheld) (SE)
• (name withheld) (USA)

might reread them as adults and see their 
problems and faults, but once they were our 
holy books. How have they helped make 
us into what we are today? (Marianna 
Leikomaa, Juha Tupasela, Tricia Sullivan, 
Eeva-Liisa Tenhunen)

21.00–22.00 Kim jest Arvid Pekon? (Who is 
Arvid Pekon?)
Director Patrik Eriksson’s short film based on 
Karin Tidbeck’s story (published in Jagannath) 
followed by a discussion. The movie is in 
Polish, but with English subtitles. (Cheryl 
Morgan, Sari Polvinen, Markku Soikkeli)

22.00–23.00 Just a speculative fiction 
minute!
The “insanely basic” panel! (Jukka Halme)

Sunday
12.00–13.00 Gripe session

13.15 Be at the Mariehamn terminal to get 
your boarding passes if you are taking 
the ferry to Finland.
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Eating
Dino’s bar and grill: Strandgatan 12. Bar&grill 

food, kitchen open until 22.00.

Hesburger: Torggatan 13 A. If you really need a 
fast-food burger joint. Open until 7 PM.

Indigo restaurang & bar: Nygatan 1. Slightly 
fancier, but worth the price. Kitchen open 
until midnight. 

Nordic Blues: Skarpansvägen 15 Wonderful 
sushi with a local flavor! Open 11 AM to 7 PM 
(Fri) and 1 PM to 7 PM (Sat).

Sea Point: Östra Hamnen. Various seafoods. 
Open 11.00 to 14.00 and 17.00 to 21.00 (Fri) 
and 17.00 to 21.00 (Sat)

Sushibutiken: Torggatan 3. 10.30 AM to 5.30 
PM (Fri only)

Svarta katten: Norragatan 15. Café with 
delicious home made pastries and other 
goodies. Serves also lunch. Open Mon-Fri 
10.00 to 17.00 (lunch 10.45 to 16.30), Sat 11.00 
to 16.00 (lunch 11.00 to 15.00) 

Texas Longhorn Steakhouse: Torggatan 1. 
As the name suggest, a steakhouse with very 
limited vegetarian options. Kitchen open 
until 9.00 (Fri) or 22.00 (Sat)

Umbra Krog och bar: Norra Esplanadgatan 2. 
Lunch restaurant, open from 11.00 to 14.00. 

Eating and shopping

Shopping
Torggatan in the town center has a wide variety 

of nice shops (yarn!!). This is the “shopping 
district” of Mariehamn.

K-Minimarket: Storagatan 4. Those interested 
in buying groceries have found the X on the 
map. Small, but caters your basic needs.

Mathis-Hallen: Ålandsvägen 42. A 
supermarket that should cater to all your 
grocery needs.

Maxinge center: Sparvägen 1 (not on the map; 
a few kilometers outside the city center). The 
Ålandic mall.

Puneh Oriental: Torggatan 9. Loads and loads 
of Asian and Middle East spices, veggies, 
candy and so on.

Sittkoff galleria: Torggatan 13. A small 
shopping centre.

Sjökvarteret: Österleden 110. Maritime quarter 
with shops selling Ålandic handicraft.

As fabulous as Adlon’s pizza is, it’s good to have alternatives. 
And while in Åland you might want to shop for something 
genuinely (or not) Ålandic. Here are a few examples of res-
taurants and places to shop. Turn the page for the map or 
point your webthingy at http://goo.gl/maps/cIZwg.

Åcon on the 
intertubulars

• E-mail the concom: acon@sci.fi
• Visit the website: acon6.wordpress.com
• Follow the tweeting: twitter.com/

aacon_sf (please use the hashtag 
#åcon6 when you tweet or tag 
Åcon 6 on the interthingy. #aacon6 
also works for Twitter.).

• Facebook: (just search for Åcon)

Free wi-fi
The hotel has free wi-fi in the pro-
gramme room (works probably also in 
most of the rooms). Ask the hotel recep-
tion for account info.

http://goo.gl/maps/cIZwg
mailto:acon%40sci.fi?subject=
http://acon6.wordpress.com
http://twitter.com/aacon_sf
http://twitter.com/aacon_sf
http://facebook.com
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The map

©2013 Google - Kartdata ©2013 Google -

Åcon
The definitive map for all those coming to Åcon!
Offentlig · 9 Samarbetare · 8 visningar
Skapad den 1 Maj · Av Ben · Uppdaterades för 3 timmar sedan

Mariehamn 22100, Aland Islands

The closest grocery shop is Minimarket on Storagatan 4.

The closest supermarket to Åcon is Mathis-hallen on Ålandsvägen 42.

Adlon (the Åcon hotel)

The ferry terminal

Minimarket

Mathis-hallen

Sjökvarteret

1. Hotel Adlon

2. Ferry terminal

3. Dino’s bar and grill

4. Hesburger

5. Indigo restaurang & bar

6. Nordic Blues

7. Sea Point

8. Sushibutiken

9. Svarta katten 

10. Texas Longhorn Steakhouse

11. Umbra Krog och bar

12. Torggatan

13. K-Minimarket

14. Mathis-Hallen

15. Puneh Oriental

4. Sittkoff gallerian

16. Sjökvarteret

17. Mariehamn public library
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1

4

15

12
9

6

3

17

14

11

8
5

2

16

13

7

€

€

10


